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the disintegration of society or of the church? 

 

language about fragments and fragmentation  

 

nice NT and eucharistic resonances  - a broken body 

of Christ 

 



language about the social fabric  

 

the need to not just patch up but  

 

to weave all over again  

 

new wineskins.. 



the metaphor of 

mending nets  



I'm going to use the metaphorical language of 

reassembling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...IKEA therefore I am  



Current debate on the future of the CofE 

 

Church Growth advocates…v Linda Woodhead 

 

” A ROBUST defence of the Archbishops' programme 

Reform and Renewal was delivered at a gathering of 

Evangelicals last week” 

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-

april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-

on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal 

 

 

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/17-april/news/uk/church-growth-bishop-broadbent-rounds-on-the-critics-of-reform-and-renewal


I suspect both are wrong….and fundamentally 

 have traditional models of the church. 

Rigid 

Lego 

Bricks 



In a changing, global, networked society where hybridity is 

everywhere 

 

The reassembled church should be more like this 

 
Everyday materials 

 

Flexible 

 

Pluriform 

 

Networked 

 



The dictionary definition 

of the Greek word  

ekklesia  

 

(which we translate as 

“church”, the French as 

eglise, the Welsh as 

Eglwys )  

 

is a  gathering of citizens 

called out from their 

homes into some public 

place, an assembly . 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/ekklesia.html
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The current context for reassembling..  

 In the (urban) church 

 

Declining numbers - ageing congregations  in mainstream 

denominations 

Some bright spots – London, BMES, new evangelical and 

pentecostal churches, fresh expressions, messy church, 

Cathedrals 

 

The persistence and privilege of the established church of 

England 

 

Working class white Christians.. especially men.. remain 

largely outside the churches. 
   

 



The context . A PEST Analysis 

 

P. is political distrust of leaders including church leaders 

... and perplexity about lack of political vision.. centre ground consensus.. 

battle for votes of marginal middle England... hard working families 

 

E economic austerity and growing inequality.. impacting urban and 

peripheral (seaside) areas most. 

 

S individualism reigns..all membership organisations, political parties, 

TUs, hobby clubs struggle in a population of non-joiners. 

 

 with some level of communitarian discourse papering over cracks... 

(social capitalism perhaps) . 

 

Super-diversity in some urban neighbourhoods, some UPAs are 

monchrome, others polarised between two communities 

 

T  technology... environmental crisis.. and electronic global 

communication... 



“post-secular rapprochement”, emphasizing broad 

coalitions of diverse actors striving for social justice 

irrespective of social identity, value, and emotional or 

affective disposition. 

 

Pick and Mix Spiritualities, Personal identities and 

HYBRIDITY 

 

In tension with 

 

 

long Christian tradition of defining the “other” by 

boundary maintenance processes 

 

Doctrinal purity / Leadership / Social Control 

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/postsecular-cities-9781441144256/
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However reassembling is happening – 4 examples 

 
Local Unity Movements  

a willingness to pray and work together across denominational and 

theological boundaries for the sake of the Kingdom of God.. Hope, 

Gather, Guild churches etc. 

 

Community organizing.. citizens London.. spreading out to other 

places 

 

 

Social Action Projects / Franchises     the church, with 

evangelicalism in the forefront is developing widespread 

programmes of charitable social action.  ... Cinammon, Food 

banks, CAP,   Street Pastors 

 

Church in partnership with cross sector networks : 

Cuf's joint ventures e.g. Examples... Together Lancashire .. 

PCAN... Morecambe... Blackpool.. 



Congregations will no doubt continue to have a life and 

a role as centres for the ministry of word and 

sacrament, for the weekly rituals of worship and liturgy. 

 

Their Buildings will have a role as community  and 

symbolic assets 

  

Small groups (usually linked with a congregation) will 

remain as a focus for bonding, study and prayer.  

 

Thin networks of special interest groups, and 

intentional missional communities will have a 

significant role.  



the institutions of church will have no choice but to 

change (moving along with such currents) if we 

want to see  

 
• a credible visible church with something like an 

intellectually coherent Christian world view that can hold 

up its head with integrity in the public sphere 

 

• a missional church that increases in numbers, becomes 

sustainable and influential in all sectors of public life 

 

•  a strong Christian contribution to the formation of a 

more just, equal, compassionate connected social 

order.. 

 

 

But it will emerge rather than be planned 



So 

I agree with Linda Woodhead that the problems of the church will not 

be solved  by managerialism or by formulaic church growth 

programmes or investing in more paid clergy 

 

Though to be fair  Pete Broadbent writes We need, though, a broader 

understanding of the potential and opportunity for Church Planting 

than this. The ways in which people make, seek and join communities 

is now far more fluid than a century ago. There is a need to plant in 

the non-institutional, networked lives of today’s population through 

new and experimental ways of being Church and of incarnating the 

power of God’s love.  

http://bishopofwillesden.blogspot.co.uk/2015/04/church-planting.html 

 

The change must be… and is coming from the grass roots up 

.. 
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BUT I disagree  with Linda (as I read her) 

Hope is not to be found in middle England gentle 

Anglicanism  

a national church of nominal identity, personalised spirituality 

with occasional participation in liturgies 

 

It will come, indeed  it is already being reassembled 

 from a converted church, of disciples, rooted in faithful and 

believing Christian communities and networks, flexible, 

inclusive, socially active, diverse yet broadly ecumenical, 

with flat (or zero) hierarchies… building with spaghetti and 

marshmallows.. 

 

 



Research questions  Key questions to look at will include: 

 
In what situations are congregations declining, sustaining themselves, growing, 

or emerging afresh? How does this relate to local social, economic and cultural 

contexts, and to intentional missional activities? 

 

How do networks involving Christians from different traditions and congregations 

emerge and develop? What are the roles of online social networking and of 

church leaders and other animateurs in this process? Under what conditions do 

informal networks become consolidated into new institutions and organisations? 

 

In the face of economic hardship and the cuts in welfare how do Christians 

mobilise resources to provide help? How do they perceive what they are doing in 

terms of charity, mission and stewardship of resources? Do they distinguish 

between the deserving and undeserving poor and how do they ration their 

charitable work? 

 

Is there a shared theological understanding of the role of the church in the urban 

context and of mission among the urban poor in the UK? What is the relationship 

between spirituality, charity, mission, empowerment and prophetic engagement 

with the powers that be?  



Research such as our 21st Century Evangelicals 

programme 

http://www.eauk.org/church/resources/snapshot/ 

  

Only 

£10 

cash 

from me 

today 

http://www.eauk.org/church/resources/snapshot/


Can there be an 

Easter for the urban 

church? 

A longer version of the paper 

with hyperlinks to references is 

available at 

 

http://gregsmith.synthasite.co

m/unpublished-writings.php 
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